Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 9th February 2011 at 7.30 pm

Cathaoirleach: 
Councillor Padraig McKenny
Other Members:
Councillors Michael Farrelly, Leonard Hatrick, Dolores Minogue, Fintan Malone, Pearse McGeough, Jim Tenanty. Finnan McCoy, Mary Kavanagh



Officials:

Mairead Duffy, Town Clerk





Sean O’Reilly, Act’g Senior Executive Engineer

In Attendance:
Brian Walsh, Museum Curator




Fionnuala Maye, Architect, Fingal Co Co



-------------------------------

MINUTE 06/11

Minutes
The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 12th January 2011 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr Farrelly, seconded by Cllr Hatrick.

MINUTE 07/11

Ardee Castle

Fionnuala Maye gave a progress presentation on Ardee Castle outlining alterations to the ground floor to enable full accessibility to 2 of the 3 main public areas.  Ms Maye highlighted the next steps in the process.

A discussion followed as to the possible use of the house next door to the castle.  

Brian Walsh told members that this will be a long term project.

In response to Cllr Malone, Ms Maye told members that Ardee Castle is of national significance.

Members agreed that this proposal was a positive step forward and that options for the house could be discussed in the future.

Ms Maye agreed to look at the possibility of roof access she will also continue consultation on the project and will discuss Ministerial consent for alterations with the Department.

Cllr McKenny thanked Brian Walsh and Fionnuala Maye for their presentation and time.

MINUTE 08/11

Town Twinning

Cllr Tenanty gave a progress report to members.

It was confirmed that signage would be funded from the Town Improvement Fund.

Nominations for delegates to attend the Nettuno festival in May will be brought to the next monthly meeting.

Cllr McKenny thanked Cllr Tenanty for his report.

MINUTE 09/11

Town Improvement Fund

It was agreed that the following items would be funded.

· St Patrick’s Day Parade contribution

· Nettuno visit to Ardee, March 2011 

· IWTN membership

· Twinning Signage

A donation of €200 to the Youth Club was proposed by Cllr McCoy seconded by Cllr Hatrick.

MINUTE 10/11

Ardee Crest

Permission for use of Ardee Crest by Finlay’s Group Ardee was granted on the proposal of Cllr McCoy, seconded Cllr Minogue.

MINUTE 11/11

Foster’s Monument

Cllr McKenny outlined the history of Foster’s Monument.  It was agreed to seek advice on cleaning this monument on the proposal of Cllr McGeough, seconded Cllr McKenny.

MINUTE 12/11

Notice of Motion from Other Councils

· Tuam Town Council – Motion passed.

· Monaghan Town Council -  Proposed Cllr Hatrick, seconded Cllr Kavanagh

· Clonmel Borough Council – Proposed Cllr Hatrick, seconded Cllr Minogue

· Castlebar Town Council (Education Protocols) - Read
· Castlebar Town Council (Mortgage Rates) – All agreed
· Ballinasloe Town Council - Supported
MINUTE 13/11

Correspondence 

LAMA – Spring Seminar
Available funding is to be brought back to members by the Town Clerk.
MINUTE 14/11
AOB
Manhole Covers – Cllr Hatrick thanked the engineer for work done to date and highlighted remaining repairs to be carried out.

In response to Cllr McCoy, Sean O Reilly advised that repairs to the roundabout at Christ of King will be carried out as part of the Main St. refurbishment.
St. Brigid’s Hospital – Cllr Hatrick raised concerns about press reports in relation to proposed closures within St Brigid’s Hospital.  Cllr McKenny submitted a response.

It was agreed by members that any reduction of services in St Brigid’s should be condemned.

A discussion followed in relation to the proposed location of the new unit in Drogheda and the availability of parking. 
Wall at Ardee Rugby Club – In response to Cllr McCoy, Sean O Reilly advised that the Engineers had been in contact with the property owner and details had been forwarded to Building Control.

Potholes – Cllr McCoy and Cllr Hatrick highlighted potholes on Mullinstown Road, Stoneylane and Boat Trench.

Election – Cllr Farrelly asked that better facilities be in place at the Ardee Polling Station for people with reduced mobility.  A letter is to be sent to the County Registrar on the proposal of Cllr Farrelly, seconded by Cllr Minogue.

Frost Repairs – In response to Cllr Malone, Sean O’Reilly advised that some funding was available to carry out repairs on some roads. A survey of frost damaged roads was currently taking place.

Public Lighting – In response to Cllr Minogue, Sean O Reilly advised that he had recent discussions with a representative from Airtricity regarding the current status of the public lighting within the Mid Louth Area. The Airtricity representative informed him that it would be possible to forward a list of all the public lights within the Mid Louth Area (including those in Moorehall Rise) that Airtricity currently have under their control and which they would be in a position to carry out maintenance on. 
Tourism Meeting – Cllr McKenny advised a meeting had been sought by Ardee Traders with the Louth Tourism Officer.  Details of this meeting will be forwarded to members. 

Vote of Sympathy – A vote of sympathy to the family of Helen Meade was passed.  A vote of sympathy to the family of Vincent Farrelly was passed.
Cathaoirleach Padraig McKenny thanked members for their co-operation.
That concluded the meeting.

Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________




Chairman
